
 

SAINT PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

CHATTANOOGA, IN THE DIOCESE OF EAST TENNESSEE 

DECEMBER 31, 2023 — 10:30 A.M. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY: 

 LESSONS & CAROLS 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

OPENNG HYMN: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (Hymn 83, v 1-3) 
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Priest Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 

Priest  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

 are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

 that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ 

 our Lord. Amen. 
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A BIDDING PRAYER 

 

Priest  Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear 

 once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God 

 lying in a manger.  

 

 Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the 

 time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his 

 holy Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.  

 

 But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, 

 for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his 

 Church in our country and in this city.  

 

 And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and 

 helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the 

 lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not 

 know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole 

 multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and 

 with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.  

 

 The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; 

 and to the fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. 

 Amen. 
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 Lesson I — Genesis 2:4-9, 15-25      Laura Burgess 

(God creates man and woman to live in obedience to him in the Garden of Eden.) 

Carol — “Creator of the Stars of Night” (Hymn 60, v 2-3) 
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Lesson II — Isaiah 40:1-11      Susan Crawford 

(God comforts his people and calls on them to prepare for redemption.) 

Carol — “Comfort, Comfort Ye my People” (Hymn 67) 
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Lesson III — Isaiah 35:1-10      Susan Self 

(The prophet proclaims that God will come and save us.) 

Carol — “People Look East” (St. Peter’s Choir) 

 

Lesson IV — Luke 1:57-80       Bobbie Suttles 

(John the Baptist is born and his father rejoices that his son will prepare the way of the Lord.)  

Carol — “Prepare the Way, O Zion” (Hymn 65) 
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Lesson V — Luke 2:1-20       Susan Crawford 

(Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshipped by angels and shepherds.) 

Carol — “Coventry Carol” (St. Peter’s Choir) 

 

Lesson VI — Luke 2:21-35      Laura Burgess 

(Jesus receives his name and is presented to Simeon in the Temple.) 

Carol — “In the Bleak Midwinter” (Hymn 112) 
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Lesson VII — John 1:1-18     The Rev. Perry Scruggs 

(The Word was made flesh and we have seen his glory.) 

Carol — “Silent Night” (Hymn 111) 
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THE PEACE 

Priest  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People  And also with you.  

 

The people greet one another in the name of the Risen Christ. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

As the Eucharistic table is set, the ushers collect offerings from the congregation.  

If you prefer to make an online donation, please use this QR code.  

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC    “The Word Was Made Flesh” (St. Peter’s Choir)  

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY                BCP 357 

 

Priest The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Priest Let us pray. O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son 

 Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure 

 confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you 

 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever  

People  Amen.  

 

Priest   Let us pray in the words our Savior Christ has taught us. 

 All    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

   be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

   our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temp-

   tation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

   glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Priest The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Come up the center aisle to receive the Eucharist at the altar rail. Return to your pew using the side aisle.  

All baptized Christians, regardless of age or denomination, are invited to receive the bread and wine.  

If you prefer to receive a blessing, please let the clergy know by crossing your arms in front of you at the altar.  

At this time, for many people, it is safest simply to reverently acknowledge the presence of Christ in the wine, 

while the minister says, "The blood of Christ, the cup of salvation."  

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION            

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

 All  Gracious Father, we give you praise and thanks for this Holy Communion of the Body 

 and Blood of your beloved Son Jesus Christ, the pledge of our redemption; and we 

 pray that it may bring us forgiveness of our sins, strength in our weakness, and everlast-

 ing salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

THE CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy  

season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.  

 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and 

make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.  

 
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his 

peace and favor. Amen.  

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and  

remain with you for ever. Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (Hymn 79) 
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THE DISMISSAL 

 

Deacon Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church!  

We are glad that you are here. 

 

Prayer for Our Clergy Search 

Almighty God, you know the needs of your Church in every place: Look graciously upon us and grant us 

the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we seek a new priest for this parish. Give us discernment, wisdom, and 

confidence in your timing. Guide the members of our Vestry, as they labor to be faithful in seeking your 

will. We pray for the life of our parish that we may continue in our mission to proclaim not ourselves, but 

Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant: The Rev. Perry Scruggs 

Lectors: Laura Burgess, Susan Crawford, Susan Self, Bobbie Suttles 

Livestream / Audio: John Trieber;  

Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Kim Kilgore, Joani Koch 

Acolytes: Sterling Porter, Colette Crowe, Eleanor Crowe 

Ushers: Ron Abston, Bill James; Healing Altar: Kim Kilgore 

 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are 

from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. All music used is reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-740542. All rights reserved.   
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St. Peter’s Church Staff 

 Church Office Hours: M-F, 9am to 4pm; 423-877-2428 

 

The Very Rev. John H. Bonner III, Interim Rector 

The Rev. John R. Rouser, Deacon; jrrouser@comcast.net 

Tim Hinck, Organist & Choirmaster; timhinck@gmail.com 

Kelsey Aebi, Director of Youth Ministry & Lay Associate Minister; kelseyaebi@stpeters.org 

Morgan Giannotti, Director of Children’s Ministry; morgangiannotti@stpeters.org 

Jaime McDaniel-Porter, Director of Parish Life; jaimemcdporter@stpeters.org 

Gerald Motley, Facilities Manager; geraldmotley@stpeters.org 

Tina Chambers, Parish Administrator; parishadmin@stpeters.org 


